SUNDAY WORSHIP
November 27th , 2022
Advent One
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Helena , Montana

“Growing in Grace , Walking by Faith , Serving in Love”

Welcome and God’s peace be with you. We are thankful you are here and pray that you will
experience the presence of Christ in this congregation. Please take a moment to fill out a white
Welcome to Worship slip and place it in the offering plate.
Worship in the Christian assembly is biblical and since ancient times the church has drawn upon the
scriptures to shape the whole of worship. The Lutheran service is divided into four parts:
GATHERING, WORD, MEAL, and SENDING which follow key biblical foundations.
Children are always welcome to worship at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. Worship Bags
and Children’s bulletins are available in the back of the church. Sunday School takes places during
worship and all children are welcome to join us! We will take them downstairs following the
Children’s Sermon, bring them upstairs for communion, and you can pick them up after worship.
All who are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of Christ in
communion. Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.
Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available.
Please join us in the fellowship hall downstairs following worship for coffee hour.
ALL ARE WELCOME!
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GATHERING (Matthew 18:30)
(Please respond with the words in bold print and stand, as you are able, at the places marked with an *)
Prelude
Welcome
Gathering Hymn .…………………………….………”Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun” ELW #557
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*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be God’s name forever.
Amen.
Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.
Let us confront our sins,
and confess them to the one who is merciful and just.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of new beginnings,
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign.
We have strayed from your paths.
We prepare for war instead of peace.
We dishonor one another and your creation.
Purify us with your refining fire
and set us again on your way of love,
that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance,
and welcome your coming among us.
Amen.
People of God,
a new thing is growing in our midst,
a tender branch,
a living sign.
By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder.
You have put on ☩ Christ,
and your sins have been washed away.
Rejoice in the way of the Lord.
Amen.
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One of the best-known customs for the season is the Advent wreath. The wreath and winter candle-lighting
amid growing darkness strengthen some of the Advent images found in the Bible. The unbroken circle of
greens is clearly an image of ever- lasting life, a victory wreath, the crown of Christ, or the wheel of time itself.
Christians use the wreath as a sign that Christ reaches into our time to lead us to the light of everlasting life.
The four candles mark the progress of the four weeks of Advent and the growth of light. Sometimes the wreath
is embellished with natural dried flowers or fruit. Its evergreen branches lead the household and the congregation to the evergreen Christmas tree.
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath and Advent Candle Lighting Song (verses will be announced)

*First Sunday of Advent Prayer.……………………………………………………The Twoteeth Family
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near.
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world.
You show up in our lives at unexpected times.
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival.
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour,
you hurry to gather all people to your peace.
Amen.
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD (John 1:1-5,14)
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal
reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk
in the light of that Lord now!”
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the
mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of
the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us
walk in the light of the Lord!
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 122

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the Lord.”
2Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord.
5For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9Because of the house of the | Lord our God,
I will seek to | do you good.”
1
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Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming
in the future.
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For
salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near.
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as
in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation ……………..“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” ELW #257 (verse 1 and verse 7)
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Refrain
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
O come, O King of nations, come,
O Cornerstone that binds in one:
refresh the hearts that long for you;
restore the broken, make us new. Refrain
*Gospel Reading: Matthew 24:36-44
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the
Son of Man will come unannounced.
Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field;
one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the
thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
Response after the reading: The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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Children’s Time
The Children are invited to join us downstairs for Sunday School following the Children’s Sermon.
We will bring them upstairs for communion, and you can pick them up after worship.
*Hymn of the Day ………………………………………………“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” ELW #244
verses 1-2 before the sermon
verses 3-4 after the sermon

Sermon…....……………………….…………………...………………….………….John Mundinger, LPA
“Vigilance in Christ”
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*Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence,
let us pray for a world that yearns for new hope.
*Prayer Response
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Response at the conclusion of the prayers of intercession: Amen.
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*Sharing of the Peace
(...Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19))

As Christ welcomed everyone,
let us open our hearts and lives
and be like Christ to everyone we meet.
The peace of the Lord be with you,
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say Peace be with you or similar
words. Then the assembly is seated.
MEAL (Matthew 25:35)
(An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need and the communion table is set.)

Offertory Music…….…...……………………………………………………....St. John’s Sanctuary Choir
“Zion Hears the Watchmen Singing” by J.S. Bach
*Offering Prayer
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground.
Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your
mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice.
We ask this through Christ our Savior.
Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day; the assembly responds
(sung to the tune of Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent):
Holy, holy, holy, holy
God of power and God of might.
Heaven and earth declare your glory
hail hosanna Lord of light.
Blessed be the coming Savior.
Hail hosanna Lord most high.
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*Invitation

Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you.
(We celebrate open communion and all who are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of
Christ in communion. Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Gluten-free
wafers and white grape juice are available.)

In This Feast of Love ……………………………………………………………………………….ACS #962

Communion Music
Prayer After Communion
Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the
body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future,
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Sending of Communion
Announcements

SENDING (John 20:21)
Blessing
God the eternal Word, who dwells with us in Jesus, and who holds us in the grace of the
Holy Spirit, ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
*Sending Hymn ……………..……………...………”Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” ELW #246

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY
John Mundinger-LPA, Preaching & Presiding
Angela Conley, Technology and Sound
Dodie Walsh, Organ
Connie Conley, Choir Director
Christina Tielking & Renee Slocum,
Bell Choir Directors
Bella Twoteeth, Sunday School Teacher

Cliff Roessner, Lector
Ron & Deanne Stegmann
Gale & Lorrie Vennes
Communion Servers
Karen Bryson, Sharon Russell
Angel Tetrault, Jena Hilchen
November Altar Guild

John Mundinger, a Lay Pastoral Associate, has been authorized by the Bishop of the
Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in this congregation this Sunday.
Materials used and streamed with permission under One License, license number A-704356.

In our prayers: for communities experiencing weather related disasters, for the communities
experiencing violence, for peace in war zones including Ukraine, for the safety of missionaries at
home and abroad, Bob Sorensen, Greg Field, Tom Morrow, Karsten Anderson, Derek French, Larry
Brandvold, Deb Berg, Tom Jacobson, Luke Almas, Anne Tennant, Dennis Evanson, Karen Nave,
Karen Doig, Adeline Rasmussen, Marge Jacobson, Meg Biggs and family, Scott Muir, Karen Sturm,
Erma Polich, Robert Brinton, Bill Mattfeldt, Payan Teeters, Dale Twingley, Richard Bomar, Bruce
Gottwig, Rueben, Emma Rose Plute, Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Rosita Moe, Tatiana Ceaicovschi,
Chris Gibbs, Randy Holmes, Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who are
alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who
seek health and wholeness
For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care:
Keith Williams, Dick Lamping, and all the Saints in heaven
For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:
Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer, Marge Mihelish, Julie Wolff, Adeline Rasmussen, Susan DeBree,
Bill Mattfeldt, Carl Mattfeldt, Marge Jacobson, Troy & Jimmie McGee, Karen Nave, Mary Gardinier
Missionaries:

Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon
Missionaries around the world
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
Lorrie Vennes, LPA is on call Nov. 28-Dec. 4 and will preach on Dec. 4
Wednesday, November 30th: Lessons & Carols at ORLC at 7:00 pm
Midweek Connection potluck night at 5:30 pm
Midweek Connection worship w/Holy Communion at 6:30 pm
Midweek Connection Bible Study & Elective Night at 7:00 pm
Thursday, December 1st: Festival of Angels prep (washing and sorting of cookie trays) 10:00 am
Lessons & Carols at ORLC at 7:00 pm
Friday, December 2nd: Set-up of tables and assembling cookie trays 8:30 am
Gretchen Away at FLBC
Saturday, December 3rd: Festival of Angels 9:00 am-Noon
Sunday, December 4th: Organ Task Force Meeting following Worship
Helena New Horizons Concert Band Winter Concert
at St. Paul’s United Methodist at 3:30 pm
Monday, December 5th: Brian Rogge Studio Recital at 7:00 pm
Tuesday, December 6th: 4H Club Meeting at 6:00 pm in Fellowship Hall
Friday, December 9th: HMTA Business Meeting & Potluck at 9:30 am
Saturday, December 10th: Ordination of Keith Weatherford (please see announcement)
**The Deadline for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at Noon.
The deadline for January Herald is Wednesday, December 14th.
MEET YOUR TRANSITION MINISTRY TEAM
We are very fortunate to have a wonderful ministry team who will help lead us during our time of
transition until we install our new pastor, Keith Weatherford, in January of 2023. Each week a
different Lay Pastoral Associate (LPA) or minister will provide pastoral services for the week and
preach and lead worship. Whoever is scheduled to preach that week (please check your Herald
calendar) will be on call the Monday through Sunday they are scheduled to preach. Numbers and
emails are listed below for our team.
Bing Crosby, LPA

714-883-0601
bingcroz@yahoo.com

Mary Crosby, LPA

406-439-8160
bingcroz@yahoo.com

Pr. Patricia Harant

406-860-2872
pharant50@gmail.com

John Mundinger, LPA

406-449-8996
jmundinger@montana.com

Lorrie Vennes, LPA

406-431-6113
lorriev77@gmail.com

Pr. Kendra Wilde

406-465-8590
1corinthians1.4@gmail.com

Gretchen Mundinger (office and youth ministry)

917-439-0093
Mundinger.Gretchen@gmail.com
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SAVE-THE-DATE
Keith Weatherford will be ordained on Saturday, December 10th at 2:00 pm at Lutheran Church of
the Good Shepherd in Billings, MT. Rostered Clergy are invited to vest and process. The color of
the day is red. Processing clergy will gather in the fireside room at 1:30 pm. There is a small group
from St. John’s who are planning to attend and if you are interested in carpooling please contact the
office. We will also host a watch party here at church at 2:00 pm for those who are unable to make
the trip to Billings. Families are invited to attend! We will have two viewing locations in the churchone in the sanctuary and one in the Fellowship Hall. Snacks will be provided.
If you would like to livestream the service at home please visit goodshepherdbillings.org.
ORDINATION GIFT
The congregation has purchased an ordination gift for Keith Weatherford. If you would like to
make a contribution please send in your money to the office or place your donation in a pew
offering envelope and indicate “ordination gift.”
LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR ADVENT
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church is hosting an annual event to enter into the season of Advent, as
the tale of Christ is told through story and song. Bring an item for donation to God’s Love Shelter
and join us Wednesday, November 30th or Thursday, December 1st at 7:00 pm.
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MIDWEEK CONNECTION
Everyone is welcome to join us each week on Wednesdays for our ‘’Space of Grace
Between Sundays.” Dinner is at 5:30 PM, Worship w/Holy Communion at 6:30 PM, and study for
all ages at 7:00 PM (elementary school, confirmation, and adults.) Come for any part or all of the
evening. Open to all!
PASTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Even though we waiting for our pastor to start in January, our ministry team continues to utilize the
pastor's discretionary fund to assist those who are in need in the congregation and to support the
ministry of the Good Samaritan. The Good Samaritan is a vital ministry partner for us as we
refer people who have immediate needs to them. Thank you to all who give to this special fund.
SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING FOR NOVEMBERLUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE AND LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY
ON CAT/GRIZ WEEKEND
Our designated social ministry offering for the month of November is Lutheran Disaster Response
and Lutheran Campus Ministry on Cat/Griz weekend. Lutheran Disaster Response provides
resources to help rebuild the lives and communities of those dealing with natural disasters, famine,
and war or violence. Lutheran Disaster Response remains hard at work long after the first responders are gone. They share God’s hope, healing, and renewal. The list of needs is long which includes
hurricane Ian relief, flooding in the US, the crisis in Haiti, and the Horn of Africa drought.
Please send in your donations or place them in the pew offering envelope and check the Social
Ministry box.
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