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SUNDAY WORSHIP 
January 22, 2023 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Helena, Montana 
 

“Growing in Grace, Walking by Faith , Serving in Love” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome and God’s peace be with you. We are thankful you are here and pray that you will  

experience the presence of Christ in this congregation. Please take a moment to fill out a white 

Welcome to Worship slip and place it in the offering plate.  
 
Worship in the Christian assembly is biblical and since ancient times the church has drawn upon the 

scriptures to shape the whole of worship. The Lutheran service is divided into four parts:   

GATHERING, WORD, MEAL, and SENDING which follow key biblical foundations.  
 
Children are always welcome to worship at St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. Worship Bags 

and Children’s bulletins are available in the back of the church. Sunday School for ages preschool 

through 5th grade  takes places during worship and all children are welcome to join us! We will take 

them downstairs following the Children’s Sermon, bring them upstairs for communion, and you can 

pick them up after worship.  
 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of Christ in  

communion. Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.        

Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available.  
 

Please join us in the fellowship hall downstairs following worship for coffee hour.  

ALL ARE WELCOME!  

 



2 

GATHERING (Matthew 18:30) 

(Please respond with the words in bold print and stand, as you are able, at the places marked with an *) 
 
Jesus begins his public ministry by calling fishers to leave their nets and follow him. In Jesus the kingdom of 

God has come near. We who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. We see this light most profoundly 

in the cross—as God suffers with us and all who are oppressed by sickness, sin, or evil. Light dawns for us as 

we gather around the word, the font, and the holy table. We are then sent to share the good news that others 

may be “caught” in the net of God’s grace and mercy.  

 

Prelude 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection.  
 
Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
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*Gathering Song ………………………...………….……...…..”Thy Strong Word” ELW #511 verses 1-4 

 

*Greeting 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

   And also with you. 

 

*Kyrie (found on the next page) 



4 

 

 



5 

*Canticle of Praise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

Lord God, your loving kindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your 

light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD (John 1:1-5,14) 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by Assyrian military forces, but 

they are assured that their condition will be reversed when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they 

will experience will resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from everything that 

diminishes or oppresses them.  

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former time [the Lord] brought into 

contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious 

the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has 

shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with 

joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

 1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 

  The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

 4One thing I ask of the Lord; one thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of 

the Lord and to seek God in the temple. 

 5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 

  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. 

  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and make 

music | to the Lord.  

 7Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; 

  have mercy on me and answer me. 

 8My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O Lord, I will seek. 

 9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. 

  Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18  

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook of the gospel. Discord aris-

es when we forget that we belong not to human leaders or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word 

of the cross of Christ is the center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation.  
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be 

in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind 

and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 

among you, my brothers and sisters. 12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 

belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was 

Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized 

none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in my 

name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I  

baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not 

with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 18For the  

message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is 

the power of God.  

 The Word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God.  
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*Gospel Acclamation   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Gospel Reading: Matthew 4:12-23 

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by Herod. He proclaims the  

nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his first disciples. 
 
Response after the announcement:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and 

made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what 

had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15“Land of Zebulun, land of  

Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—16the people who sat in 

darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 

light has dawned.” 17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

has come near.” 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Pe-

ter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to 

them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their nets and fol-

lowed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his broth-

er John, in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately 

they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and  

every sickness among the people.  
 
Response after the reading:  The Gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Children’s Time 

Children in preschool through 5th grade are invited to join us downstairs for Sunday School following the 

Children’s Sermon. We will bring them up for communion and you can pick them up after worship in the 

Sunday School room downstairs.  
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Sermon ………………………………………………………….………………..Pastor Keith Weatherford 

Silence for reflection follows the sermon 
 
*Hymn of the Day ……………………………………..“Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song” ELW #808
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*Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen.   

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

 Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  

 

*Prayer Response 

 Merciful God,  

 receive our prayer.  

 

Response at the conclusion of the prayers of intercession: Amen.  

 

*Sharing of the Peace  
(...Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19)) 

 As Christ welcomed everyone, let us open our hearts and lives  

 and be like Christ to everyone we meet. The peace of the Lord be with you, 

 And also with you.  
 
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace and may say Peace be with you or similar 

words. Then the assembly is seated.  

 

MEAL (Matthew 25:35) 
(An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need and the communion table is set.) 

 

Offertory Anthem..….………………..………………………………………...St. John’s Sanctuary Choir 

“Lamb of God” by T. Paris, arr. L. Larson 
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*Offering Prayer 

 Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice and let the oppressed go free. 

 Receive these offerings in thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, 

 and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

 You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

 Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 

 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the day; the assembly responds with the  

“Holy, Holy, Holy” on the next page:  
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*Words of Institution 

The presiding minister continues, using an appropriate form and the Thanksgiving includes this acclamation:  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
*Lords Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  

 trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

 forever and ever. Amen.  
 

*Invitation 

 Come and taste the joy of God!  

(We celebrate open communion and all who are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of 

Christ in communion. Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Gluten-free 

wafers and white grape juice are available.)  
 
Lamb of God 
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Communion Music 

 

Prayer After Communion 

 Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth abundantly from this table. 

 Renew our strength to do justice, love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 

 Amen. 

 

Sending of Communion 

 

SENDING (John 20:21) 
*Blessing 

 The God who faithfully brings forth justice and breaks the oppressor’s rod ☩  bless,  

 strengthen, and uphold you, today and always.  

 Amen.  

 
*Sending Hymn ….……...…………”We Are Marching in the Light of God” ELW #866 (sung twice) 
  

Please turn to the next page to find the music 
 
*Dismissal 

 Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. Thanks be to God.  

 
Postlude 
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*Sending Hymn ….……...…………”We Are Marching in the Light of God” ELW #866 (sung twice) 
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

 

Materials used and streamed with permission under One License, license number A-704356. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Keith Weatherford,  

Preaching & Presiding 

Angela Conley, Technology and Sound 

Dodie Walsh, Organ 

Connie Conley, Choir Director 

Christina Tielking & Renee Slocum,  

Bell Choir Directors 

Bella Twoteeth, Sunday School Teacher 

 

 

 

 

Mait Board 

Lector 

 

Gretchen Mundinger, Gwynn Mundinger 

Ayla Mundinger-Adsay 

Ben Mundinger-Adsay 

Communion Servers 

 

Judy Kembel, Noma Middlestead,  

Linda Roessner 

January Altar Guild 

 

In our prayers: Kendra Atkinson, Kurt Breigenzer, Glenn Monson, Vicki Alpiner, Bob Sorensen, 

Derek French, Larry Brandvold, Deb Berg, Anne Tennant, Meg Biggs and family, Karen Sturm,  

Erma Polich, Payan Teeters, Dale Twingley, Richard Bomar, Bruce Gottwig, Rueben, Emma Rose 

Plute, Jeff Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Rosita Moe, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Chris Gibbs, Randy Holmes, 

Lester Anderson 

 

 

For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care: 

Barbara Williams, Loretta Slocum, Jerry Alpiner and all the Saints in heaven 

  

For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:  

Rosita Moe, Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer, Marge Mihelish, Julie Wolff, Adeline Rasmussen,  

Susan DeBree, Bill Mattfeldt, Carl Mattfeldt, Marge Jacobson, Troy & Jimmie McGee, Karen Nave, 

Mary Gardinier 

  

Missionaries:   Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon  

   Missionaries around the world 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 
Family Promise Week January 22-29, 2023 

Sunday, January 22nd: Organ Task Force meeting following worship 

Monday, January 23rd: Brass Rehearsal at 5:00 pm 

Tuesday, January 24th: Morning Circle at 9:30 am 

                                          Evening Circle at 7:00 pm 

Wednesday, January 25th: Midweek Connection Potluck Night at 5:30 pm 

                                                Midweek Connection Worship w/Holy Communion at 6:30 pm 

    Midweek Connection Elective Night and Bible Study for adults 

Sunday, January 29th: Annual Meeting at 10:45 am followed by a potluck in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Congregational Annual Meeting Sunday, January 29th at 10:45 am.  
 

**The Deadline for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at Noon.  

The Deadline for the February Herald is Wednesday, January 18th.  
 
 

 

 

 

REQUEST FROM THE QUILTERS 

We are looking for more people to cut and sew quilt tops at home. Fabric is available. Please speak 

with Mildred and Linda for more information.  

 

JANUARY SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING-ELCA WORLD HUNGER 

Money gifts this month will be given to ELCA World Hunger, supporting domestic and internation-

al projects related to healthcare, food security, clean water, and education. ELCA World Hunger 

works with local partners, who identify the needs, to address hunger at the root causes. Our mis-

sionaries, Willie and Anne Langdji, help to oversee these projects in West Africa.* Other ELCA lead-

ers receive World Hunger Grants to work with food banks and community meals in urban and ru-

ral America. Here is a prayer for your mealtimes this month: “Blessed be God who is our bread. 

May all the world be clothed and fed. Amen.” Please send in your offerings this month to the office 

or place them in the pew offering envelopes and mark the “Social Ministry” box.  

*They are impressed with the wise use of World Hunger funds in their region.  

 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE INFORMATION 

In our highly mobile society we know that our current household contact information needs to be 

reviewed and updated. Please help us update our records by completing the form that went out in 

the January Herald or by picking one up in the narthex today. Please return it by January 29th. You 

may drop the form off at church in the collection box at the back of the sanctuary, return it via mail, 

or send a response via email. Thank you!  

 

ANNUAL MEETING & POTLUCK 

Our annual meeting will follow worship on Sunday, January 29th following worship. After the 

meeting we will have a potluck lunch. Please bring a dish to share.  

 
 
 


