SUNDAY WORSHIP
June 19, 2022
St. John’s Lutheran Church
Helena , Montana

(Please respond with the words in bold print and stand, as you are able, at the places marked with an *)

Prelude………………………………………………………………………………….Favorite Hymn Sing
*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Merciful God,
we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
Amen.
Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
Amen.
*Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*Canticle of Praise

*Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free
from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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First Reading: Isaiah 65:1-9
The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self-absorption is idolatry, and images of practices that
displease God fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the wine, God will use Israel’s
exile to establish a new community of the faithful.
1 I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
2 I held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
3 a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and offering incense on bricks;
4 who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
5 who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
6 See, it is written before me:
I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
I will indeed repay into their laps
7 their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
says the Lord;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
I will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
8 Thus says the Lord:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 22:19-28
19 But you, O Lord, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
20 Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
21 Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
22 I will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
23 You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel.
24 For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the Lord’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
25 From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord.
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28 For dominion belongs to the Lord,
who rules over the nations.
Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29
For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other believers. Those who
call themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or
gender in favor of true unity in Christ.
23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified
by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ
Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have
clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to
Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel Reading
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 8th chapter beginning with the 26th verse.
Response after the announcement: Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 8:26-39
Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some who witness
Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is commissioned to give testimony
to God’s mercy and power.
26Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.
27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had
worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down
before him and shouted at the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me”—29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to
come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with
chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.)
30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered
him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 32Now there on the hillside a
large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave
them permission. 33Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 34When the swineherds saw what had
happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see
what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had
gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.
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36Those who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been
healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave
them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying,
39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” So he went away,
proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.
Response after the reading: Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Time
Hymn of the Day ….…………….…“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ELW #843 verse 1-2
Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light;
praise the One who frees the pris'ners, turning blindness into sight.
Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease,
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.
Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word;
praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword.
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand;
from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev'ry land.
Sermon……………………..……………………………………………………………....Bing Crosby, LPA
Hymn of the Day ………………….…“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness” ELW #843 verse 3
Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place;
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done.
Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one.
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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*Apostles Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
*Prayer Response
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
*Sharing of the Peace
(...Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19))

As Christ welcomed everyone, let us open our hearts and lives and be like Christ to everyone
we meet. The peace of the Lord be with you,
And also with you.

7

Offertory Hymn…..……………………“This Is Christ’s Body” All Creation Sings #967 (sung twice)

*Offering Prayer
God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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*Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)

*Words of Institution
*Lords Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*Invitation

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.
We celebrate open communion and all who are baptized are welcome to receive the forgiving and gracious presence of
Christ in communion. Those who prefer not to commune are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Gluten-free
wafers and white grape juice are available.)

Lamb of God
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Special Music

Prayer After Communion
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds
and fed us with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others,
both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love.
This we pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
Sending of Communion
Announcements
Blessing
The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you, comfort you, and show you the path of life
this day and always.
Amen.
*Sending Hymn……………………………………………….“I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” ELW #860

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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MINISTERING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Bing Crosby-LPA, Preaching
Pr. Neil Ruedisili, Presiding
Dodie Walsh, Organ
Angela Conley, Technology and Sound

Cliff Roessner, Lector
Angie & Lauren Eckdahl
Lee & Tami Rhodes
Communion Servers
Paula Blessinger
Judy Kembel
Altar Guild

Bing Crosby, a Lay Pastoral Associate, has been authorized by the Bishop of the
Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in this congregation this Sunday.

In our prayers: for the community and ministry at St. John’s as we begin the process to call our next
pastor, for the communities experiencing gun violence, for peace in war zones including Ukraine,
for the safety of missionaries at home and abroad, Marge Jacobson, Meg Biggs and family, Pepper
Peterson, Karl Kallin, Scott Muir, Harvey Welnel, Betty Dotson, Susan DeBree, Karrie Dolezol,
Tom Morrow, Karen Sturm, Erma Polich, Robert Brinton, Tyler Vennes, Bill Mattfeldt, SSGT Andrea
Jones, Payan Teeters, Dale Twingley, Cathy Christopherson, Richard Bomar, Brooklyn Skinner,
Bruce Gottwig, Mary Lou Hadley, Tom Morrow, Rueben, Vickie Alpiner, Emma Rose Plute, Jeff
Shirley, Jeremy Stockstad, Rosita Moe, Tatiana Ceaicovschi, Chris Gibbs, Randy Holmes, Lester Anderson, the children at Intermountain, for those who are alone, for those who suffer from depression, for the homeless in our community, and for all who seek health and wholeness
For those who have died and now rest in God’s merciful care:
Addie Selvig, Georgine Larsen, Karen Kallin, Kathy Hintz, Rose Van Voast, Andrew Bickler, Glenda
Truesdell, and all the Saints in heaven
For those in residential living centers, extended care or homebound:
Mike Kieckbusch, Hazel Aasved, Esther Fuehrer, Marge Mihelish, Bob Wirth, Julie Wolff,
Susan DeBree, Bill Mattfeldt, Carl Mattfeldt, Marge Jacobson, Troy & Jimmie McGee,
Mary Gardinier
Missionaries:

Willie, Anne, and Micah Langdji in Cameroon
Missionaries around the world
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
John Mundinger, LPA is on call June 20-26 and will preach on June 26th.
June 19th: Junior Counselor and FLBC Counselor meeting and dinner
VBS/DAY Camp June 20th-24th
June 22nd: Middle School/ High School Youth Night at 5:30 pm (dinner and games!)
June 24th: VBS/Day Camp Community BBQ at Noon
Gretchen at FLBC June 26-July 1
**The Deadline for the weekly bulletin is Wednesday at noon. The deadline for the July Herald is
Wednesday, June 22nd. Thank you!**

MEET YOUR TRANSITION MINISTRY TEAM
We are very fortunate to have a wonderful ministry team who will help lead us during our time of
transition until we install our new pastor. Each week a different Lay Pastoral Associate (LPA) or
minister will provide pastoral services for the week and preach and lead worship. Whoever is
scheduled to preach that week (please check your Herald calendar) will be on call the Monday
through Sunday they are scheduled to preach. Numbers and emails are listed below for our team.
Bing Crosby, LPA

714-883-0601
bingcroz@yahoo.com

Mary Crosby, LPA

406-439-8160
bingcroz@yahoo.com

Pr. Patricia Harant

406-860-2872
pharant50@gmail.com

John Mundinger, LPA

406-449-8996
jmundinger@montana.com

Lorrie Vennes, LPA

406-431-6113
lorriev77@gmail.com

Pr. Kendra Wilde

406-465-8590
1corinthians1.4@gmail.com

Gretchen Mundinger (office and youth ministry)

917-439-0093
Mundinger.Gretchen@gmail.com
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VBS/DAY CAMP WITH FLATHEAD LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP…..TOMORROW!!!
We are excited to host VBS/Day Camp with our favorite counselors from Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp again this summer. VBS/Day Camp is designed to be
a fun highlight of the summer, while providing opportunities for growth in faith,
leadership, and friendship. Day Campers experience these gifts through a wide
range of carefully crafted programs and activities (worship, Bible study, service
projects, community building games, outdoor time, and much more!)
Who: Kids ages 4-Kindergarten & Kids entering 1st Grade
and through 6th Grade
When: June 20-24 daily from 9:00 am-1:30 pm
Where: St. John’s Lutheran Church (1000 Helena Avenue)
Cost: $50 for the week-scholarships available
Registration forms are available online on our website or in the church office. Please fill out the form
and return to the church office with your payment.
P.S. Have you aged out of camp? We would love to have our Middle School and High School kids
help out junior counselors and we will have a Youth Night on Wednesday, June 22nd free of
charge at 5:30 pm! We will have food and games!
SOCIAL MINISTRY OFFERING FOR JUNE-GOD’S LOVE
“...for I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I
was a stranger and you invited me in, I need clothes and you clothed me….”
There is an every growing need in our community to help our neighbor. St. John’s is committed to
supporting local agencies whose work can help someone towards a path of health, wholeness, and
safety. God’s Love, founded in 1981, provides shelter for those who would otherwise be sleeping
on the street, meals served three times a day, clothing and hygiene products, financial assistance,
and family transitional care. Our VBS/Day Camp campers will assemble hygiene kits this month for
the shelter. All offerings can be mailed to the office with “Social Ministry” in the memo or placed in
pew offering envelopes and check the social ministry box.
WORSHIP HELPERS NEEDED
We welcome help from our church community each week to help with our weekly worship. Signup sheets are in the narthex to greet, read, and serve communion; please speak with Cliff Roessner
to help usher; please speak with Laura Nachtsheim to bring treats for coffee hour.
PASTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Even though we do not currently have a called pastor, our ministry team continues to utilize the
pastor's discretionary fund to assist those who are in need in the congregation and to support the
ministry of the Good Samaritan. The Good Samaritan is a vital ministry partner for us as we refer
people who have immediate needs to them. Thank you to all who give to this special fund.
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